Town of Deerfield:  Celebrate 250 Years of America with NYAOT
   Christian Reall, Mark Damuth, and George Weaver pioneered the wilderness of Deerfield, New York.  German settlers, allied with the Oneidas, sought to farm the land and seek their own prosperity. Their story was made famous in literature and film by author, Walter D. Edmonds, and iconic director John Ford, respectively, in “Drums Along the Mohawk,” published in 1937. The Oneida and the Tuscarora tribes sided with the Americans in their war against the British. The other Iroquois tribes remained loyal to England. The Oneidas warned the early settlers of Deerfield that British and Seneca forces were approaching from the west. As they retreated to a small fort in Schuyler to the east, the Deerfield pioneers hid furniture throughout the forest. Their houses and crops were burned, and their future was uncertain.
  The men of Deerfield would muster with the Tryon County Militia under General Nicholas Herkimer at the Battle of Oriskany in defense of Fort Stanwix. The battle was won. Independence would be secured, and, by 1784, George J. Weaver, taken prisoner to England, returned to Deerfield before moving to Utica. Captain Mark Damuth settled on Cosby Manor Road, and Christian Reall resettled on a tributary to the Mohawk River now named Reall Creek. 
   In 1792, a bridge over the Mohawk River was built. On March 15, 1798, the Town of Deerfield was incorporated. Industries such as brick-making, glass, and dairy thrived.  By 1817, the Erie Canal project would begin in Rome, New York.  Deerfield citizens such as David M. Roberts worked on the canal. The Erie Canal, completed by 1825, marked the birth of civil engineering in the United States. Irish immigrant, Patrick Condon came to America and would purchase 25 acres in Deerfield in 1834. He farmed his land and would work on the enlarged Erie Canal in 1837.  Condon’s letters to Ireland in his native Irish language are now the subject of scholarship as a rare surviving example of the old written Irish language and was celebrated at the Irish Cultural Center in Utica, New York in early spring of 2025. By 1847, New York State would provide for the incorporation of private companies to construct and improve plank roads and turnpikes. Soon, horse-drawn trolleys, and railroads revolutionized travel through the Deerfield terrain.
  Original letters from the front from our Civil War hero, John Cober, were recently provided by a local woman whose family found these letters written in German in her grandmother’s sewing basket and had some translated to English. John Cober, 21, enlisted on August 8, 1862 in Deerfield to the 117th Infantry, Company H. He was Killed in Action on January 15, 1865 at the assault on Fort Fisher in North Carolina. This battle cut the supply chain from Europe as Fort Fisher was a vital port to protect the cotton trade required for the Confederate States to be recognized as an independent nation by foreign governments. This victory over the Confederates would end slavery in our nation. At 10:00 pm, January 15, 1865, Colonel Albert Blackman. Brevet Brigadier General of the U.S.C.T. 27th Infantry accepted surrender of the fort.
  On a lighter note, The Sage of Deerfield, New York State Governor Horatio Seymour was the Democrat Party Nominee for President in 1868, but lost to Ulysses S. Grant. As dairy farming would thrive, several cheese factories would emerge. Cornelius Schermerhorn would travel as a consultant for cheese manufacturing to England and Holland. The Deerfield Ravine cut by Reall Creek emerged as a base camp for early iterations of youth scouting in America. In March of 1929, a Deerfield farmer on Trenton Road provided a corn field for a soft emergency landing for Amelia Earhardt who would drop in to visit her sister in Utica and dine at the Fort Schuyler Club. In 1951, Dick Clark, New Year’s Eve icon, and popular music television pioneer launched his television career on Smith Hill Road in Deerfield for WKTV of Utica. 
   Generations of children raised in Deerfield fondly enjoy the summertime Deerfield Park program at the Wilderness Park on Walker Road, the Fireman’s Field Days, and the Deerfield Sno-Much Fun Winter Festival. Lenten Fish-Fry on Fridays in the Spring as well as a special early visit from Santa each Christmas Season are many of the fun community traditions that we all enjoy in Deerfield. The Whitesboro XC Invitational is a High School Cross Country meet held annually at the Deerfield Wilderness Park. We are proud of our hometown! You would be too, if you lived here.
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